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The Ottoman Empire 
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Edward Said, Orientalism, 1978 
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The regeneration of the inferior or degenerate races, bv the superior races is part of 
the providential order of things for humanity.... Regere imperio populos is our 
vocation. Pour forth this all-consuming activitv onto countries, which, like China, are 
crying aloud for foreign conquest. Turn the adventurers who disturb European 
society into a ver sacrum, a horde like those of the Franks, the Lombards, or the 
Normans, and every man will be in his right role. Nature has made a race of workers, 
the Chinese race, who have wonderful manual dexterity, and almost no sense of 
honor; govern them with justice, levying from them, in return for the blessing of such 
a government, an ample allowance for the conquering race, and they will be 
satisfied; a race of tillers of the soil, the Negro; treat him with kindness and 
humanity, and all will be as it should; a race of masters and soldiers, the European 
race.... Let each do what he is made for, and all will be well. 


— La Reforme intellectuelle et morale (1871), by Joseph-Ernest Renan 





